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will thus be caused and perhaps absolute injustice done, as
comparatively well-to-do children will obtain for no payment
at all benefits that could have been bought for them by their
parents. We know that all the children in London cannot go
a holiday-making, but the organised societies for distributing
charity are able to make a much wider and fairer selection
than the private giver. The season is practically over

now, but we would beg the charitable to remember that

money will keep, and the consciousness of possessing funds
will enable the authorities who organise sensible holidays to
make preparations for next year. We would plead especially
for the Children’s Country Holidays Fund. It is not the only
one, as the authorities themselves allow, but it would seem
to be the best and most general. It sends children away for
a fortnight, and makes every attempt by means of local
committees of workers to reach deserving cases. It enforces
no scale of payment, but rightly attempts to promote some
self-sacrifice on the part of parents by premising that even
the poorest can subscribe something if they make an effort
to save during the best weeks of the year. The address of
the Fund is 10, Buckingham-street, and the treasurer is the
Hon. A. Lyttelton. 

-

CHLOROSIS AND PAPILLORETINITIS.

IN a recent number of the Deutsche .2JIed’icinische Wochen-

schrift appears a paper by Diabella on this subject. It

describes the case of a female patient aged twenty-one years
who began to menstruate in her fourteenth year. Her periods
came on irregularly, and she developed a certain degree of
chlorosis which did not quite disappear in spite of treat-

ment by iron. In the autumn of 1894 she began to suffer
from left-sided headaches and was generally out of health,
and in the spring of 1895 she developed great weakness
again. Menstruation, which had been interrupted, was
re-established, and immediately after this there was

impairment of vision and later diplopia. On admis-
sion to hospital in April there was marked anaemia
with reduction in corpuscles and hoemoglobin, papillo-
retinitis on both sides, and paralysis of the left external

rectus. There was also a loud hagmic murmur. Under

treatment with iron and rest in bed there was rapid
improvement in the general condition, and by the end of May
her colour was natural, the murmur could no longer be heard,
and there was a marked improvement in the state of the blood
as regards both corpuscles and haemoglobin. There was also

a distinct subsidence of the condition of the optic discs and
fundi, and when the patient presented herself again in

September these appeared absolutely normal. The author
considers that the physical strain and the re-establishment
of menstruation, which preceded the onset of the ocular

symptoms in this case, were the means of evoking them in
a patient predisposed to disturbance by the long-standing
chlorosis iu a manner analogous to that in which similar
changes are said to take place after severe loss of blood.

THE INFANT LIFE PROTECTION BILL.

1-- reference to the new endeavour to protect by legislation
the lives and health of nurse-children, a subject with which
we dealt in a leading article last week, it is needless to say
that every such effort, in so far as its object is concerned,
has our entire approval, as it must also command the sym-
pathy of every person who has the most ordinary conception
of the dangers which beset this phase of infant life. A

correspondent shrewdly points out to us that the proposed
measure, notwithstanding its virtuous intention, is open
nevertheless to objection on at least one important point.
"It does not go far enough," he says. "Its provisions apply
to those cases only in which more than one child is

nursed by the same person. Infants nursed singly

are not included within its sphere of application.
How it happens that an error so evident as this omission
should not have been observed by the framers of the
new Act is inexplicable by any ordinary method of

reasoning. It is comparatively rare in these days to meet
with the old-fashioned baby-farm where two or more in-

convenient children are quietly allowed and encouraged to
die in infancy. On the other hand, instances in which the
single nursling is in like manner done to death are of very
frequent occurrence. Only a few days ago such a child aged
four months was the subject of an inquiry in the Lambeth
coroner’s court. There was the usual history of illegitimate
birth, an infant handed on from one consumer of its small

weekly revenue to another, the mother taking no concern in its
short life-history, a diet absurdly unsuitable, and death from
starvation duly registered by an official censure of the parent.
This case is far from singular. It exactly illustrates the
most modern phase of baby-farming. In framing an Act
which excludes this particular development of crime from its
cognisance our representative law-makers will certainly fail
to cure the evil they propose to treat, and will at the same
time display a want of insight into the very nature of that
evil which is most regrettable. The hope cannot be sur-
rendered that their present position will shortly be discovered
by themselves to be, what in face of known facts of evidence it
is, entirely untenable and will be abandoned. No Bill which
does not provide for the registration and regular supervision
of all who receive nurse-children, whether single or several,
can be of any but a merely nominal and illusory value."

THE PHYSICIAN AND PHARMACIST IN THE

UNITED STATES.

Ox the analysis of 27,000 prescriptions recently made by
Professor Patch, President of the American Pharmaceutical
Association, it was shown that the pharmacopoeia was sadly
neglected by physicians. Only seventeen vegetable drugs
were prescribed and more than 100 drugs of vegetable origin
neglected. Ten metals were honoured, but more than ten
were left out in the cold. In this study of 217,000 pre-
scriptions from nineteen drug stores distributed in Chicago,
Philadelphia, Bayonne, New York, Boston, Washington,
Baltimore, Denver, San Francisco, New Orleans, Cincinnati,
and St. Louis, 11-25 per cent. were proprietary articles, not
including many elixirs, pills, tablets, fluid extracts, &c.,
which were of specified manufacture.

STREET NUISANCES.

THE Town Council of Richmond have set an example
which the County Council of London might well follow. At

a meeting held at the town hall in June, 1896, it passed some
by-laws for the prevention of nuisances not already
punishable, and among many others is the following
admirable rule: " No vendor of newspapers or other
articles shall call or shout or ring a bell continuously
in any street so as to cause annoyance to any

person residing in or occupying any house, shop, warehouse,
or office in such street or in any adjoining street." The
nuisance of City noises gets worse every day. The noise of

traffic, whether from ordinary street traffic or trains, is

unavoidable, and even we may say necessary. But it is the

wholly unnecessary noises we complain of. The yelling of
the vendors of newspapers, coals, fruit, flowers, and this

that and the other is absolutely indefensible. So also is the

blowing of a post-horn for sheer advertisement by the drivers
of carts setting forth the virtues of certain nostrums.

Besides noises, there are other offences which might be done
away with. London might be and is in some ways the

finest city in the world, but in no town can the passer-by
see so many beautiful sites utterly spoiled for the want of a


